


NOTE ON METHOD OF NOTATION

Durations

This score represents a musical transcription of sounds on four
tracks of magnetic tape (Each indicated by a Roman Numeral) used
in the final mixing to obtain the composition. In this respeet
it i1s similar to a conventional L-line score; however, the difference
lies in the flexible interpretation of conventional symbols
resulting from calculating durations in termms of seconds, the
expedient necessitated by characteristic flexibility of time
units in individual lines, Frequently, therefore, an entire
phrase 1s clocked with a stop-watch and notated as accurately

a8 possible within the proper time-space, without an attempt

to establish precisely the relative value of each note to an
overall cammon denominator. Throughout the plece the latter,
however, is roughly one whole note for each one second. In some
cases where the length of sound exceeds 20 seconds, the beginning
of it is indicated by ©~ .. 5 and the end by TT—0O .
The absence of the above, or any other symbol indicates silensees.

Pitch

Many sounds used in this score are rich in harmonics and the
pitches indicated are frequently only of the predominant piteh
impression. This latter, however, is indicated in the proper
range as accurately as possible, and, on the whole, with a far
closer pitch approximation than is customarily used in describing

gong, cymbal and drum pitches in the percussion part of an
orchestral score.

Dynamics

A decibel scale of dynamics 1is used in addition to the usual musical
dynamic marks to indicate accurate intensity. The Arabic Numerals
throughout the score refer to the number of seconds from the be-
ginning, and each measure, suggested by the small, regular dividing
marks, is calculated in terms of one second duration. Thus all the
entrances and cessations of sounds are very precisely ihdicated.

Letter Symbols Describing the Sounds

Each component of a descriptive symbol 1s set apart by a semicolon,
the letter or group of letters preceeding a semi-colon refers to the
origin or character of a sound, the latter or two hyphenated letters
following the semi-colon describe the manner of bringing the sound
into being. The third letter describes additional modification

of sounds.

Reverberated R
Metallic, soft-struck M; s-8
Metallic, hard-struck M; h-s
Percussion pre.
Electronic sound El
Electronic tone-cluster Etn clst
Electronic treatment el
Pilano P
Middle of a note > <
Roll and tremolo ~A~
Oscillator 0sa.-
Oorgan . O.
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