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FOREWORD

‘“Franz Schubert (1797-1828) wrote eight concert
overtures, all contemporary with his first six symphonies. These
early orchestral works were composed for amateur orchestras.
In them he imitated two other Viennese composers, Haydn and
Mozart, yet adding his own lyric touch. He created music of a
bouyant nature, graced with a melodic appeal that is truly
Schubertian.

This overture is one of his earliest manifestations
as an orchestral composer. He was probably fifteen years old
when he wrote it. Already he wished to create a large symphonic
sound such as he was to utilize so magnificently in his great
Symphony No. 9 in C Major.

Notice the extended positions necessary in the violin
parts, the extravagant use of the trombones, and the dramatic use
of dynamics, particularly toward the close of the work. Here we
have the brilliant, young Schubert, bursting with vivid ideas which
ultimately were to place him among the immortals of music.’’

T.J.
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